
 
 

Submission Guidelines 

 

Submission of Articles 
 
Articles may be submitted in German or English. They are first reviewed by the editorial team to 
assess their suitability for publication in “Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft” (WUG). Submissions are 
subsequently reviewed by two experts in the relevant fields of economics and/or social sciences. 
 
During the review process, the identities of both the authors and the reviewers remain 
undisclosed (“double blind”). Reviews conducted by members of the editorial board, if 
applicable, follow a “single blind” procedure. 
 
Review criteria include, among others: 
- an interesting and original research question; 
- clear and comprehensible presentation; 
- adherence to scientific standards (especially regarding research methods); 
- consideration of the current state of research; 
- the use of an appropriate econometric method, if applicable. 
Formal criteria for submissions to “Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft” are listed in the section “Formal 
Requirements.” Submissions must be made exclusively through the online portal 
https://journals.akwien.at/wug. 
 

Review Process 

 
For each submission, two reviewers are asked to provide an expert assessment of the article 
and to evaluate several criteria using a questionnaire (see final section of this document). 
Reviewers may recommend “accept,” “revise,” or “reject.” In some cases, multiple review rounds 
may be required. All manuscripts undergo copyediting and proofreading after acceptance. 
 

Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) by Authors of "Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft" 

 
Should you have used Artificial Intelligence (such as ChatGPT, Claude, or Gemini) for editorial 
purposes, we ask that you disclose this accordingly. This serves to ensure the authenticity of 
literature and data, the traceability of research designs and conclusions, and to guarantee that 
the core of the contribution originates from the authors' own work. Any prompts used must be 
listed in a table at the end of the document, along with the name of the AI tool used. 
 



An exception is made for purely AI-assisted text corrections ("AI assisted copy editing"). These 
do not need to be explicitly disclosed. This applies exclusively to texts written by the authors that 
are optimized by AI tools with regard to readability, style, tone, grammar, spelling, or 
punctuation. Literature references generated by AI must be verified in any case. 
 
Responsibility for the accuracy, integrity, and originality of their research lies with the authors. AI 
tools (e.g. chatbots or LLMs) may not be listed as authors. Manipulation, falsification, or the 
creation of core content by AI is prohibited. AI-generated content does not constitute an 
independent literature source. Should reference be made to such content nonetheless, clear 
disclosure is required, along with a note that AI does not possess citable authorship in the 
academic sense. 
 
AI may not be used to fabricate research elements (literature, data, figures/tables). Likewise, its 
use for the direct creation of the research framework, central arguments, or substantive content 
is not permitted. The use of AI must also not impair the reproducibility or traceability of research 
findings. All relevant academic and ethical standards must be observed 

 

Formal Requirements 

 

Length and Components of Submissions 

 
Submissions must be provided as Word or OpenOffice files. Articles, including footnotes, 
bibliography, and appendix, should be approximately 16 to 32 printed pages long (44,000 to 
88,000 characters including spaces). If extensive data or methodological materials are required, 
supplementary publication in the Working Paper series “Materialien zu Wirtschaft und 
Gesellschaft” (MWUG) is possible. 
 
Submissions must include: 
 
- an abstract of max. 1,200 characters including spaces 
- three to five keywords 
- at least one JEL code 
- a title of max. 100 characters; subheadings max. 52 characters 
- a short title of max. 70 characters for running headers 
For accepted articles, authors must provide affiliation and email address. 
 

Gender-Inclusive Language 
 

“Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft” uses gender-inclusive language.  
 

Figures and Tables 

 
Figures must also be uploaded as separate image files. Only grayscale figures can be printed. In 
the online version of the article, figures in color are possible. Pixel graphics should have at least 
320 dpi; EPS and SVG files are preferred. Underlying data should be provided as Excel files. 
 
Captions start with “Figure X:” or “Table X:” and end with a descriptive title; source information 
follows below. 
 

Notes 



 
Notes use superscript numbers referring to footnotes. Placement follows punctuation unless 
referring to a single word. 
 

Emphasis 

 
Use italics for emphasis (not bold, not underlined). Long URLs should be avoided in the main 
text. 
 

Text Formatting 

 
- Include page numbers. 
- Leave one blank line between paragraphs. 
- Number chapters: 1., 1.1, 1.1.1 
- Spell out numbers 0–12 except with %, e.g. 1% 
 

 

 
- British English (-ize rather than -ise, spellings as per the Oxford English Dictionary) 
- Sentence-style capitalization. Example: Wealth of two nations: The US racial wealth gap, 
1860–2020. 
- Double quotation marks (“Example”) 
- The serial (“Oxford”) comma should only be used where necessary to avoid confusion. 
- Use the en rule (dash, –) without spaces for ranges and with a space on either side for 
parenthetical remarks. Use the hyphen (-) in compound words. Do not use the em rule (—). 
- Whole numbers (integers) 0–12 should be spelled out except when accompanied by % (or 
percentage points/pp) or a currency symbol (see below), or when used in the same sentence as 
a decimal describing the same feature (e.g. “The foreign-born population rose from 6.5 to 9.5 
million from 2019 to 2025, while foreign nationals numbered 7 million in 2025.”). 
- Currency: currency symbols should precede the numerals. There should be no space between 
the symbol and the numeral, e.g. £20, €30, ¥40. 
- Percentages: The percentage symbol (%) should be used rather than “per cent”. 
- Don’t forget that in English, a comma is used to separate thousands (“thousands separator”) 
and a full stop to denote a decimal (“decimal point”) – the opposite is the case in other European 
languages. Example: “Unmarried female householders of any age had a median wealth of 
$36,600. That was 73.0% of their unmarried male counterparts’ median wealth […]” 
(https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2022/08/wealth-inequality-by-household-type.html). 
- Treat “data” as a plural: “The data show…” 
- Covid-19 (not COVID-19). 
- Two authors: use “and” rather than an ampersand (&): “Vidal and Villani (2022) find that…” 
- Do not use superscript for ordinal numbers: 20th century, not 20th century. 
- Dates: DD/MM/YYYY 
- References: Add two-letter abbreviation of state name to American cities (exception: New 
York). 
- For all other matters, please refer to the New Oxford Style Manual. 
 

 

  

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2022/08/wealth-inequality-by-household-type.html


Citations 

 
The citation rules correspond to the “Harvard Style” in Citavi. 
 

In-Text Citations 

 
Use Harvard style “(Author Year)”; page numbers optional, unless a direct quote is used, in 
which case please include the page number. Avoid f. and ff. Two authors linked with slash (/); 
three or more use et al. 
 
Examples: 
 
(Piketty 2014) / Piketty (2014) 
(Weber/Zulehner 2010, 360) / Weber/Zulehner (2010, 360) 
(Ferschli et al. 2017, 14–16) / Ferschli et al. (2017, 14–16) 
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Include ISBN or DOI; URLs require access date. 
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Reviewer Evaluation Criteria 

 
Does the submission fit the profile of WUG? 
(Yes / No / Cannot assess / See review) 
 
Criteria: 
- Interesting research question 
- Original research question 
- Clear and comprehensible formulation 
- Clear and comprehensible overall 
- Sufficient consideration of current research 
- Adequate discussion of deficiencies in existing research 
- Clear contribution to research 
- Meets scientific standards 
- Appropriate method 
- Appropriate data basis 
- Academic language and style 
 


